AUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 8 APRIL 2024, IN AUGHTON VILLAGE HALL ANNEXE, COMMENCING AT 7.30pm

CHAIRMAN:


to be elected

MEMBERS PRESENT:

As recorded in the Register of Attendance

15808
TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN TO TAKE THE MEETING (in the absence of Councillor John Waugh, Chairman of Aughton Parish Council).  It was PROPOSED by Councillor Jones and SECONDED by Councillor McVicker, that Councillor Ged Maher be elected Chairman for the April Meeting.  There being no further nominations, it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Councillor Maher took the Chair.

15809
APOLOGIES were tendered on behalf of:


Councillor Waugh (Chairman of the Parish Council)
-
personal commitment     


Councillor Wells




-
personal commitment

APOLOGIES were READ and APPROVED.

15810
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – members were reminded to declare their interests before the start of each Agenda Item or when appropriate.

15811
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 11 MARCH 2024, copies circulated prior to meeting,  were  APPROVED and SIGNED as a correct record.

15812
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES (for information only)

a)
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:

(Para.15799/Public Question Time)   Road in Aughton – a letter dated 5 April 2025 addressed to County Councillor Bailey was READ and would be posted on the Website and Facebook Page.  The Agenda for the next Area Committee Meeting to be held on 18 April 2024 also included an item on ‘potholes/roads’.

(Para. 15804)  Local Member Grant Budget for 2023/24 (applications by 15 March 2024) – due to the short timescale, it had not been possible to gather sufficient information.  An application would therefore be submitted (when notified) for the 2024/25 funding allocation.  NOTED

b)
Public Question Time – a brief Local Plan Update Presentation from Councillor Gareth Dowling had been received and circulated to members.  Parish Clerks would receive any timetable updates.

c)  
Walkway between Norris House Drive and Town Green Lane – to confirm that requests had been made to WLBC for an additional dog-waste bin and the use of stencils – a request for lighting improvements would be made to LCC.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this stage and invited questions and comments on Agenda Items only from local residents present.

A resident from Brookfield Lane raised the issues of litter and lack of sweeping on Brookfield Lane and Butchers Lane.

A resident from Long Lane spoke about the planning application on land North of 159 Brookfield Lane.  Given the proposed change of use of land to dog walking business, the land was currently designated as Equestrian in Green Belt, so what would happen to the horses (they would be relocated).  It would appear that the owner of 159 Brookfield Lane was not officially notified of the planning proposal.

A resident from New Lane complained about the ‘dog fouling’ issue but said it was a nuisance nationally.

There being no further comments, the Chairman resumed the meeting.
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15813
PLANNING

a)
Weekly List Items

There were NO COMMENTS in the case of:

2024/0184/FUL

In the case of:

2024/0189/FUL  Land North of 159 Brookfield Lane – members raised objections to the proposed rural diversification project for a change of use of land for a dog walking business for the following reasons:

i)    the proposed work, boundary treatment, waste bin operation and car parking area would adversely impact on the open rural character of the site.

ii)   the proposed hours of business would impact on the residential amenity of neighbouring properties.

iii)  the proposed access arrangement to the site was off a narrow de-restricted country lane which could impact on other road users.

iv)  noise pollution and adverse lighting from the proposed activities would impact on the neighbouring properties in close proximity.

2024/0212/FUL  Birches Brow, Formby Lane – members raised no objections to the application but wished to ensure the caravan, which received retrospective planning permission for 6 months – 2023/0758/FUL – was removed from the site and the land returned to a grassed area, as per condition attached.

The Clerk reported that the discharge of conditions re 2024/0256/CON was not subject to consultation with the Parish Council or neighbours (eg  Conditions re Hard and Soft Landscaping, Lighting, Dropped Curb, etc).

b)
Appeals/Planning Control

LCC - Notification of a Planned Continuous Road Closure for Lynwood Avenue between 6-10 May 2024 to enable electrical supply works to be undertaken.

LCC – Notification that Lancashire’s Waste Recycling was set to be revolutionised – existing equipment at Farrington Waste Recovery Park to be used to convert food waste into electricity by early 2026.

c)
Planning Applications Receiving a Refusal Decision:

Booths Farm, Booths Lane – retrospective change of use from Garden Room to a Hair Salon (it was considered that the proposal did not provide sufficient parking provision to accommodate vehicles associated with the operation of the business.  The current situation results in customers parking on the highway verge resulting in damage and by virtue is detrimental to highway safety and amenity contrary to Policy GN3)

Elm Farm Equestrian, Elm Farm Nursery, Butchers Lane – demolition of existing stables and construction of a single detached two storey dwelling (the proposal was greater in volume and taller than the buildings it was to replace;  it was therefore considered that it would have a greater impact on the openness of the Green Belt than the existing development and, as such, the proposal constitutes inappropriate development in the Green Belt.  Very special circumstances, that clearly outweigh the identified harm, have not been demonstrated.  The proposal was therefore contrary to Policy GN1 and conflicts with Policy GN3 in that the proposal, as a result of its height and bulk, would result in harm to the open, rural character of the area,  and the guidance contained in the NPPF.


15814
CLERK’S REPORT – the report, circulated to members, was READ and NOTED.

15815
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY – it was reported that the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport was unable to attend but he would ensure the meeting had an appropriate brief.   WLBC Clean and Green Team Operations Manager would be attending to give a brief presentation of services and there would be reports from Borough & County Ward Councillors.  NOTED 


MINUTES OF MEETING


-3-



8 APRIL 2024 

15816
ACCOUNTS (circulated to members)

Income (to year end - between 12 March-31 March 2024) 

Aughton Village Hall – contribution towards grounds maintenance 


500.00

Bank Interest (12 months)






          1,110.63

Expenditure (to year end – between 12 March-31 March 2024)

Imprest Renewal (1 month includes purchase of paint for Park-keeper)                               100.44

S Moorcroft – Park-keeper (expenses 1 month)





  27.90

Salaries/HMRC

Income (from 1 April 2024)







-

Expenditure 









(includes VAT)

Rawsthorne Commercial Landscaping – grounds maintenance


          1,415.00

Salaries/HMRC

It was RESOLVED that the foregoing account be paid.

15817
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Annual Meeting to be held 13 May 2024, commencing 7.15pm followed by the Annual Parish Assembly, commencing at 8.15pm.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.

